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things, by the term purposive. This word should be retained for processes, but every single process in a machine is purposive. We may call the machine as a whole " practical " : it is the result of purposive action, of human action, but it is the fact that ifc is made for processes that distinguishes it from other human artefacts, from works of art for instance.
There are, then, inorganic things, namely, those made by men, which show us processes deserving the predicate purposive. It is clear that here the purposiveness of each single process rests on the specific order of the specific parts of the machine, and is determined by this order. In other words, each single effect in a machine is only purposive in so far as it is part of a higher specific whole ; and this it is in virtue of the constitution or structure of that whole.
Our reasoning has now brought us to a point at which the problem which we have described as the fundamental problem of biology presents itself for consideration. We are confronted by the all important question: are those processes in the organism, which we described as purposive, perhaps only purposive in virtue of a given structure or tectonic, of a "machine" in the widest sense, on the basis of which they play their part, being purposive therefore only in the sense in which processes in a machine made by men are purposive ; or is there another special kind of teleology in the realm of organic life ?
It will be seen that we must first decide about the ultimate laws of phenomena which we have hitherto described only analogically in a more external